
 Do you pray? If you pray, what do you ask for? Do you ask for blessings for you and your family? 
Do you thank God for what he’s given you? Do you confess your sins and ask for forgiveness? 

Well, here’s another question: When you pray, why should God help you? When I pray for 
victims of a shooting or a flood or something like that, why should God answer my prayer? When I ask 
God to help my family, my friends, when I ask God to help me, when you ask God to help you, why 
should he listen? Why should God help you? 
 A story from Luke 7:1-10 helps us to answer that very question. I invite you to join me there on 
the inside of your bulletin. We’ll read through the story and I’ll offer some comments along the way, 
then we’ll talk about it as a whole, and finally we will answer the question: Why should God help you? 
Let’s begin with verse 1: 
 “1When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum.” 
Capernaum was a village somewhere near the Sea of Galilee; we’re not exactly certain where. 
Capernaum was sort of like Jesus’ headquarters during his ministry; he returned there again and again. 
Let’s see what happened there this time. Verse 2: 
 “2There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and about to die.” A 
centurion was a Roman military officer. The word “centurion” literally refers to a commander of one-
hundred soldiers, but the term was pretty flexible, just like some of our military titles. The point is that 
there was a Roman military officer in Capernaum with a problem. Verse 3: 
 “3The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and 
heal his servant.” So, this centurion had heard of Jesus. What exactly had he heard about him? No doubt 
he’d heard about all the people that Jesus had miraculously healed. So, he sends a delegation of Jewish 
elders to ask Jesus to heal his servant. We’ll find out later why the centurion didn’t just go to Jesus 
himself. Verses 4 and 5: 
 “4When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, ‘This man deserves to have you do 
this, 5because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue.” A couple of unexpected things to note 
here: First, the Jewish elders aren’t opposing Jesus. Normally, the leaders of the Jewish people are very 
anti-Jesus, but here they are asking for his help. And, second, whom are they asking Jesus to help? A 
Gentile, a non-Jew, and, even more than that, someone who is a representative of Rome, the oppressors 
of the Jews. But, apparently, this Roman had been kind to the Jews; they said that “he loves our nation 
and has built our synagogue.” Let’s see what happened next. Verses 6 and 7: 
 “6So Jesus went with them. 
 “He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: ‘Lord, don’t 
trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7That is why I did not even 
consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant will be healed.” 
 If you had to pick a word to describe the attitude of the centurion, what would it be? How 
about: Humble. I mean, here we have a Roman military officer respecting a Jewish rabbi so much that he 
feels unworthy to have him in his house. 

That last line of verse 7 is striking, too. “Say the word, and my servant will be healed.” This 
centurion had such confidence, such certainty in Jesus’ ability. Might we even say such faith? I think we 
can. And the centurion describes his faith in a powerful way in the next verse. Verse 8: 

“8For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he 
goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

It’s like the centurion was saying this: If I, a man who has people in authority over him, can still 
command my soldiers and they obey me, then certainly you, Jesus, a commander of divine power, can 
heal my servant with a mere word. And, again, what else can we call this other than faith? Might we 
even call it great faith? Well, Jesus would. Look at verses 9 and 10: 



“9When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he 
said, ‘I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel.’ 10Then the men who had been sent 
returned to the house and found the servant well.” 

So, what can we learn from this story? I’d like to point out three lessons. 
First, Jesus is for everyone. Here we see Jesus helping a Gentile, a non-Jew, and so he shatters 

this idea that the Savior would only be a Savior for the Jews. That might seem like a plain, obvious idea 
to us today, but it’s worth thinking about. 

Jesus is for everyone. He isn’t just for people who were raised as Christians; he’s for people who 
don’t know anything about him, or who know very little about him. He isn’t just for people who look like 
you or think like you or act like you; he’s for people who come from different cultures, who have 
different customs and traditions, people who might make you feel uncomfortable because you don’t 
understand them. He isn’t just for people who have clean pasts, who have nothing to say sorry for; in 
fact, people who think that’s true have no need for Jesus, because Jesus is for people who are broken 
and know it. It’s not the healthy who need a doctor; it’s the sick, and we’re all sick. Jesus is for everyone. 
Maybe that truth can change the way that you treat other people in your life. 

Here’s the second thing we can learn from this story: A realistic opinion of ourselves. See, many 
people like to think like the Jewish elders. The Jewish elders thought: Here’s a man, this centurion, who 
has been good to us; therefore, he is worthy Jesus’ help. Well, many people, and maybe you’re one of 
them, like to think: I’ve been pretty good. I’ve loved God and I’ve loved my neighbor. I’m certainly not a 
bad person. Doesn’t that mean that I’m worthy of God’s help? 

Well, just because many people think that way doesn’t make it true. The centurion shows us 
what is true. What did he do? He not only refused to go out and meet Jesus, but he also refused to let 
Jesus come into his home. Why? Because he knew that he was unworthy of Jesus’ help. 

And there is a realistic opinion of yourself. You are unworthy of Jesus’ help. I’m unworthy, too. If 
I were worthy, I wouldn’t have any sin to show God; I would never think too highly of myself or too lowly 
of others; I would never fail to show love to my friends and my enemies. Then I’d be worthy of Jesus’ 
help. But I do have sin, and that makes me worthy not of Jesus’ help, but of death. And I suspect you’re 
in the same boat. 

So, the second thing we learn from this story is kind of depressing. You and I aren’t worthy of 
Jesus’ help. But the third thing we learn makes up for that, you might say, and the third thing is this: 
Jesus helps us anyway, because Jesus helps those who trust in him. 

Again, the centurion is our example. He wasn’t perfect. We’re not even sure what he knew 
about the Scriptures or the promise that God would send a Messiah. But we know this: He trusted in 
Jesus. He trusted that Jesus could help him, and that’s all it took. Jesus cured the servant of a man he 
had never spoken to or even met. Why? Jesus himself answers: “I tell you, I have not found such great 
faith even in Israel.” Jesus helps those who trust in him. 

That’s pretty big news for people like you and me. Here’s why: You and I, we’re unworthy of 
eternal life; we were born in sin, we have sinned many times in the past, and we will leave this church 
and sin many more times, but we trust in someone who can actually do something about that. We trust 
in someone who has done something about that. We trust in Jesus, who says, “I went to the cross and 
paid the price for you. What you did wrong when you were ten, what you did when you were eighteen, 
what you did when you were fifty, what you did yesterday, what you will do tomorrow, what you will do 
the day you die, what you did when you were drinking, what you did when you were mad, what you did 
when you were jealous, what you did when you thought no one was looking, everything you’ve done 
and will do that makes you unworthy to stand before God – just trust in me,” Jesus says, “And it’s all 
forgiven. Trust in me,” Jesus says, “And I will make you worthy to stand before God.” 

That’s pretty big news. That’s pretty good news. But that’s not even all of it. Consider this: Your 
servants die, too. I’m talking figuratively here. Just like the centurion, your servants die. What I mean is, 



you have real problems that you deal with in this life, and, like the centurion, you can trust in Jesus to 
help you.  

Do you ever feel uncertain that you made the right choice, unsure of where your life is heading, 
maybe even a little scared of what’s coming? Trust in Jesus. He sees you; he knows. He says, “I’m never 
going to leave you or forsake you. My word is a lamp unto your feet and a light for your path. Take your 
next step boldly, because I am with you.”  

Are you ever confused about why something is happening to you, why God has allowed a 
certain trial in your life, why there’s pain, why there’s frustration? Maybe it’s a parent problem, a child 
problem, a spouse problem, a money problem, a work problem, a health problem. Trust in Jesus. He 
sees you; he knows. He says, “I’m in control here. I rule over the heavens and the earth. Your family 
problem, your health problem, your whatever problem, that doesn’t rule you. I’m in control, and I work 
all things for the good of those who love me, and I’ve made certain that’s you.” 
 Brothers, sisters, when your servants die, when the things that are valuable to you in this life are 
removed from your life, there’s only one worthwhile place to go: Trust in Jesus, because Jesus helps 
those who trust in him. 
 Now, there’s one final thing I’d like to do in this sermon, and that’s answer the question I asked 
at the beginning: Why should God help you? I think we have enough information to answer that 
question. 
 First of all, he shouldn’t. God shouldn’t help you. You and I are not worthy of his help. Our sin 
disqualifies us. But, what else did we learn? We learned that God helps us anyway, because he loves us 
and he helps those who trust in him. And, when we have trouble remembering this, we can remember 
something else that we learned from this story: Jesus is for everyone – Jew, Gentile, white, black, male, 
female – Jesus is for everyone. 
 Here’s another way to say it: Trust in Jesus, because Jesus helps those who trust in him, no 
matter how unworthy they are, because Jesus is for everyone, and that means he’s for you. Amen. 


