
 If you had to build a monument to yourself, what would it look like? If you had to build a 
monument that glorifies your life and your accomplishments, what would it look like? 
 Would it have the award you won in school for being really good at sports or for being really 
good at math, or something like that? Would it have the first dollar that you earned from the business 
you started? Would it have pictures of important moments in your life, like receiving your diploma at 
graduation or dancing with your spouse at your wedding? Would it have something that shows how you 
spend your time, maybe a plow if you’re a farmer, or a book if you love reading, or fork if you love 
eating? Would it have one of those pictures of you that you really like, the one where your smile is just 
right, the one where it doesn’t look like you’ve put on extra weight, the one where your face actually 
looks kind of symmetrical? Maybe the more you think about this, the more interesting it gets: What 
would a monument to me look like? 
 That question has not only been asked before; it’s also been answered. Several thousand years 
ago, every human being on earth lived in one general area. It was after the worldwide flood that wiped 
out every human on the earth except Noah and his family. Noah’s descendants stayed together and 
multiplied. Genesis 11:1-9 tells their story and what happened when they decided to build a monument 
to themselves. I invite you to join me on the inside of your bulletin as we look at the first four verses of 
that reading: 
 “1Now the whole world had one language and a common speech. 2As men moved eastward, 
they found a plain in Shinar and settled there.” 
 “3They said to each other, ‘Come, let’s make bricks and bake them thoroughly.’ They used brick 
instead of stone, and tar for mortar. 4Then they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower 
that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the 
face of the whole earth.” 
 So, mankind is all together in one place, and they decide to build a tower that reaches to the 
heavens. What would this tower have looked like? Would it have looked like the Sears Tower in Chicago, 
something that shoots straight up into the sky? Would it have looked like one of those pyramids in 
Egypt?  

Probably closer to a pyramid than a skyscraper. What we’re dealing with here is probably 
something called a ziggurat. A ziggurat is a style of temple that was common in the Middle East. A 
ziggurat looks like a stack of books that decreased in size as you go up. So, you’d have your big 
Webster’s Dictionary at the bottom, then your slightly smaller Bible on top of that, then that mystery 
novel you’ve been meaning to read on top of that, et cetera. 

Really, though, why they built this tower is more important than what it looked like. They built it 
“so that we may make a name for ourselves.” It was pure, shameless pride that led them to build this 
tower. We’ll talk more about that, but let’s see how God reacted to all of this first. Verses 5-9: 

“5But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that the men were building. 6The LORD 
said, ‘If as one people speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then nothing they plan to 
do will be impossible for them. 7Come, let us go down and confuse their language so they will not 
understand each other.’ 

“8So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city. 
9That is why it was called Babel – because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. 
From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth.” 

It almost sounds like God was afraid. He said, “If they are united in language and in purpose, 
then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them.” Was God afraid? 

I think you already know that the answer must be, “No.” If God was afraid, he wouldn’t really be 
God, would he? So, what’s going on here? Here’s the answer: God was saying that, if mankind 
completes this project to glorify himself, what’s next? Nothing will stop him from doing it again and 
again and again. Mankind would continue to honor himself and forget about God. 



Realize the tragedy if that were to happen. To forget about God means to forget about his 
promises. To forget about his promises means to forget about God’s promise to send a Messiah to save 
them from sin and death. To ensure that none of that happened, God had to act. 

And act he did. He put an efficient end to mankind’s ambitious building project by turning their 
one, common language into many, different languages. And so, unable to work together, mankind 
scattered over the earth. 

Now, do you know what this story shows us? It shows us something interesting. It shows us the 
Kingdom of Man at work. It shows us what naturally happens when mankind has his own way, and what 
happens is this: Mankind glorifies himself. 

Think about Facebook. How many of you have a Facebook account? Even if you don’t, you 
understand the basic idea, right? You can post photos and share what you’re thinking and comment on 
other people’s posts. And don’t get me wrong here; Facebook isn’t all bad. It provides a great 
opportunity to stay connected with friends and family, but you also see the opportunity for self-
glorification there, right? Through Facebook, you can present to all your friends and family the exact 
portrayal of yourself that you want them to see. You can post the good picture of yourself so that 
people think of that image when they think of you. You can share the good memories and post about 
the good times so that people think that your life is all happiness and rainbows. You can “Like” the 
things that you want people to know you like. You can put out the image of yourself that you want 
people to see. 

Now, like I said, you might not have a Facebook page, but you can still do this: Do you ever take 
that idea of Facebook and apply it to real life? Here’s what I mean: I’m going to take all the best things of 
me and present that to the world. When people see me, I want them to see the things that glorify me. I 
want them to see a guy who is confident and strong. I want them to see a girl who has her life together. 
I want them to see a guy who is the model husband. I want them to see a girl who doesn’t need help. I 
want them to see the person that they wish they could be. Do you ever catch yourself living that way? 

That sort of thing is what we’re tempted to do throughout our entire lives. Whether it’s by 
dragging our Facebook profiles into real life or by glorifying ourselves through our achievements, what 
we do is build. We build, not with brick and mortar, but with pride and self-glorification. We build 
monuments to ourselves. Thousands of years have passed since the Tower of Babel, but mankind hasn’t 
changed. The Kingdom of Man hasn’t changed. 

But, do you know what else hasn’t changed? God’s love for people in the Kingdom of Man. 
God’s desire to bring people from the Kingdom of Man into the Kingdom of God, that hasn’t changed. 

Do you know how he does that? He tears down your monuments. He tears down the 
monuments you build for yourself so that you can see someone who is truly worthy of glory, so that you 
can see his Son, Jesus. 

And what makes Jesus worthy of glory? I’ll gladly tell you. Jesus kept all the rules perfectly, not 
so that he could boast and brag about it, but, because he knew that you and I can’t, so he did it for us; 
that’s worthy of glory. Jesus suffered for us on a cross, not so that he could say, “Look at what a martyr I 
am! Look at what a good guy I am!” but, because he loves us and wants to spend eternity with us; that’s 
worthy of glory. Jesus rose from death, not so that he could say, “Look how powerful I am compared to 
you weaklings,” but, because he wanted to show us that we will rise from death, too; that’s worthy of 
glory. 

Because of all that, Jesus wants you to know something very specific. He wants you to know that 
you are forgiven – specifically. Specifically, for every time that you’ve chosen to glorify yourself rather 
than your God, you are forgiven. Specifically, for every time that you’ve cared too much about how you 
look and what people think of you, you are forgiven. Specifically, for every monument of pride that 
you’ve built for yourself, you are forgiven. 



Brothers, sisters, Jesus wants you to know that, through faith in him, you are a member of the 
Kingdom of God, and this means that you are forgiven, you are saved, and you are loved more than you 
can ever know. This means that you know someone who is truly worthy of glory. In all you do, in all you 
say, in the way you treat the people you love and the people you don’t love, in what you do after you 
leave church, in what you do for the rest of this week, in what you do when you wake up in the morning, 
in what you do when you go to sleep at night, may your life be a monument to him who is worthy of 
glory. Amen. 


