
How many of you are familiar with a game called poker? I’m guessing most of you know what 
this is. There are different ways to play, but they all have basically the same objective: make the best 
hand you can out of the cards you have and win money. So, having a pair is an okay hand; three-of-a-
kind is pretty good; a straight, five cards in a row, is really good. And what’s the best hand of all? A royal 
flush, which is the five highest cards – ten, jack, queen, king, ace – all in one suit, like hearts. 
 Having a good hand in poker is important, but equally important is the betting. If you play poker 
with people who are serious about it, they’ll have betting chips for you to use, kind of like this one. 
These chips represent your money, and you can win other people’s chips by having good hands or by 
bluffing, which is basically pretending that you have a good hand by betting a lot to get other players to 
drop out. 
 Now, there’s one betting move you can do that is bold. Do you know what I’m talking about? If 
you feel like you have a really good hand, or if you really want to bluff your opponent into thinking you 
do, you can go “all in.” Going all in means that you bet all of your chips at once. If you win, you can 
double your stack; if you lose, you’re done. 
 Okay, so, what does this have to do with what we’re talking about today? Are we going to play 
poker? Well, kind of. Today I’d like you to think of your life as a stack of poker chips. Maybe one chip 
represents your free time. One chip represents your work. One chip represents your money. You have a 
chip for each one of your talents and abilities. You have a chip for each one of your relationships. You 
have a chip for each one of your roles and responsibilities. You have a chip for each part of your life, and 
together they make a stack that represents you. 
 Okay, so let’s take this a step further. You have your stack of chips, and you’re sitting at a poker 
table. There are millions and millions of other people sitting around the table, and they all have their 
own stack of chips. We’ll call this table life.  
 So, what’s in your hand? What cards have you been dealt? In your hand are special cards, cards 
that not everybody has, cards that God himself dealt to you. Your hand is Jesus. It’s what he’s done for 
you, it’s what he’s taught you, it’s who he is, it’s your faith in him.  

So, the cards in your hand are Jesus, you’re sitting at the table called life, right in front of you is a 
stack of chips that represents you, and it’s your move. What’s your bet? Are you going to play it safe, 
maybe bet a few chips here and there? Are you going to make a pretty bold bet, and put in half your 
chips? What’s the right bet to make? 

Let’s find answers in Luke 9:57-62. We’ll read through these verses and then come back to the 
poker table. Beginning with the first verse, verse 57: 

“57As they [that’s Jesus and his disciples] were walking along the road, a man said to him [that’s 
Jesus], ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ 
 58Jesus replied, ‘Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no 
place to lay his head.’” 

“59He said to another man, ‘Follow me.’ 
 But the man replied, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my father.’ 
 60Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of 
God.’” 

“61Still another man said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say good-by to my 
family.’ 

62Jesus replied, ‘No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the 
kingdom of God.’” 

So, in these verses, we meet three potential followers of Jesus. Would you agree that Jesus gave 
them some difficult standards to meet in order to follow him? The first man had to be ready to live a life 
of hardship. The second man couldn’t bury his father. The third man couldn’t even say good-by to his 
family.  



Now, we must also recognize that we don’t know the full story concerning any of these men. Is 
it possible that Jesus knew something we don’t? Is it possible, for example, that Jesus knew that if that 
third man went and said good-by to his family, he would never return to follow Jesus? Certainly that’s 
possible. 

So, what we need to do with these verses is look for a common theme, a common thread that 
runs throughout each interaction between Jesus and his potential follower, and, when you do that, this 
is the thread you find: From his followers, Jesus wants total commitment. 

And that brings us back to the poker table. What’s your bet? The cards in your hand are Jesus, 
you’re sitting at the table called life, right in front of you is a stack of chips that represents you, and it’s 
your move. What’s your bet? Well, according to Jesus, the right bet isn’t just a few chips here and there. 
The right bet isn’t just half your chips. The right bet is all your chips. Jesus wants you all in on him. 
 But, that’s a hard bet to make. And one reason it’s hard is because we’re afraid. I mean, putting 
yourself all in on anything can be scary. Like taking out a massive loan and signing your life over to a 
bank to start your own business or something like that, that’s scary. Or, if you’re a little younger, 
building up all your courage to ask a girl out or to talk to a boy you like, putting yourself out there like 
that, that’s scary. So, of course, the idea of going all in on Jesus, that’s scary, too. 
 That fear leads us to hold certain chips back, right?  

I can’t bet more of my money on Jesus. What if I get hurt or sick or my car needs repair or my 
income gets messed up? I need to keep that chip for myself. 

I can’t bet some of my relationships on Jesus. What if I live my faith and even speak my faith to 
someone I know, to someone I like, and it makes things awkward, or they don’t respond well, and things 
change between us? I need to keep that chip for myself. 
 I can’t bet my entire life on Jesus. What if it means that I have to do things I don’t want to do? 
What if it means that I have to be humble when I want to be proud? What if it means that I have to 
sacrifice myself for others? What if it means that God takes priority over everything else? I need to keep 
some chips for myself. 

And when you find yourself living like that, all of a sudden, you’re not betting on the cards in 
your hand, are you? You’re betting on the fear in your heart, and that’s no way to live. 

The better bet is the harder bet, because, yes, going all in on Jesus can be a hard bet to make, 
but, here’s the thing: Jesus isn’t asking you to do something that he himself wasn’t willing to do. What 
I’m saying is that Jesus went all in for you. 

His godhood, his divinity, the humility of taking on human flesh, being scorned and ridiculed by 
his own people, being tortured on a cross, suffering the punishment of hell, his very own blood, his very 
own life, he put all those chips in a pile and pushed them to the middle of the table, because that’s 
where you were. You were the stakes; you were owned by sin and death, and Jesus wanted to win you 
back. 

And, brothers, sisters, he won that hand. How do we know? Because he didn’t stay dead! Jesus 
rose to life and proved that he had won history’s most important poker game. Humanity was at stake. 
You were at stake. And Jesus won. 

Never forget what this means. This means that you who trust in Jesus never have to fear. You 
don’t have to fear that your sin is too great for God to forgive. You don’t have to fear that your guilt is 
too strong for God to overcome. You don’t have to fear that God is angry with you. You don’t have to 
fear that you will ever be truly alone. You don’t have to fear that death will take you and never let you 
go. You don’t have to fear what awaits you on the other side of eternity, because what awaits you is a 
paradise won for you in history’s most important poker game. Thank you, Jesus. 

But you’re still playing. You’re still sitting at the table called life, and you’re still playing your 
hand. And after what Jesus did for us, we gladly “follow suit,” so to speak, meaning that, just as Jesus 
went all in for us, so we go all in on him. 



 So, that chip you’ve been holding back, it’s time to throw it in. Maybe that means that today you 
go home and you think about the money you have. Maybe you talk about it with your spouse. And 
maybe you agree that there’s more you can give to God. I’m not saying you need to sell all your 
possessions and liquidate your assets and give it all to church. But maybe it’s time to say, “I have more 
than I need to get by, so I’m not going to live in fear. I’m going to give more to God, trusting that he will 
provide.” 
 Maybe there’s a relationship that you can bet on Jesus, someone who needs church, someone 
who needs the love of God. Maybe it’s time to say, “I’m not going to live in fear of what could happen; 
I’m going to give this relationship to God and bet on my Savior. And, hey, maybe I’ll get back double. 
Maybe God will turn my faith into two faiths.” 
 Maybe there’s some other area in your life that you haven’t given to God. Maybe it’s time to 
say, “I’m not going to live in fear of betting it all on the Savior who bet it all for me.” 
 Again, I know that can be scary. But maybe that’s why you should start carrying around the 
cards that you’ve been dealt, because, remember, the cards in your hand are Jesus. And when fear 
tempts you hold onto your chips, you can look at your cards and remember what you’re betting on. 
Here’s what you’ll see: 
 You’ll see the ace of hearts, because Jesus is the one way, the one truth, and the one life. You’ll 
see the king of hearts, because Jesus is the king of all creation and he rules in the hearts of those who 
believe in him. You’ll see the queen of hearts, because Jesus takes us as his bride, as his queen, and the 
perfection that belongs to him now belongs to us. You’ll see the jack of hearts, because a jack displays a 
man in noble clothes, and Jesus has given us noble clothes; he’s clothed us with his righteousness. And, 
finally, you’ll see the ten of hearts, because you need that to complete a royal flush and I can’t think of a 
clever way to connect that to Jesus. 
 But, brothers and sisters, this is your hand. And, let me ask you, is there anything that can beat a 
royal flush? No. When you bet on Jesus, you bet on a hand that always wins. You bet on a hand that has 
already won. And, with a hand like that, there’s only one right bet to make: All in. Amen. 


