
 This past week, we celebrated the United States of America. We gathered with our families and 
told the story of our brave forefathers and their fight for freedom. We read through the important 
documents of our nation, like the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. 
We gave donations to the local VFW to honor the soldiers who fought to keep us free. 

Or maybe we just ate hotdogs and drank beer and watched things explode in the sky. 
Regardless, the Fourth of July does provide us with an opportunity to discuss something 

important in church today. The Fourth of July commemorates the establishment of the United States of 
America as a new nation. Well, what we’ll discuss today is how you, the Christian, fit in. What’s your role 
as a Christian citizen of the United States? What does God want your attitude about our nation to be? 
Maybe we can boil it down to this question: What do you owe your government? 

Jesus helps us answer that question in Matthew 22:21, where Jesus famously said, “Give to 
Caesar what is Caesar’s.” 

The first thing that brings to mind is exactly what Jesus was talking about in this portion of 
Scripture: taxes. As a Christian, you owe taxes to your government. But what if you live in a state where 
the taxes are really high? What if it seems like the politicians in Springfield and Chicago and Washington, 
D.C. are wasting your tax dollars? Does that give you the right to cheat on your taxes? No. God’s will on 
this matter is very clear. Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s. As a Christian, you owe taxes to your 
government. 

Let’s make this issue a little trickier. What if your government uses your tax dollars to pay for 
something sinful? For example, if your government uses your tax dollars to fund abortion or to fight a 
war that you think is unjust, should you still pay taxes to your government? 

The answer in this tricky situation is: Yes. Yes, you should still pay taxes, because guilt for moral 
evil falls on those who support it, not on you if you don’t. You can use your voice in this nation to speak 
out against moral evil; if it is the will of other people in this nation to support politicians and policies that 
promote evil, you are not responsible for that. So, I guess this a way of saying that moral corruption in 
our government isn’t an excuse not to pay your taxes. As a Christian, you owe taxes to your government. 

Now, let’s leave taxes and explore something broader. As a Christian, you owe obedience to 
your government. Paul put that very clearly in today’s First Reading. Romans 13:1, “1Everyone must 
submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has 
established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.” 

So, again, as a Christian, you owe obedience to your government. And that doesn’t mean just 
the “big” laws, like don’t murder and don’t commit treason. We’re talking about the “small” laws, too, 
like dropping a piece of litter out the car window or rolling through a Stop Sign or parking illegally even 
just for five minutes. 

And when you break one of your government’s laws, Paul says that something really serious has 
happened. Romans 13:2, “2Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what 
God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.” 

When you disobey your government’s law, even a “small” one, you have actually rebelled 
against God. So, as a Christian, you owe obedience to your government. God wants you to obey the 
government, because, in doing so, you’re obeying him. 

Now, let’s shift from obedience to what I think is an even more difficult idea. Listen again to 
what Paul wrote in today’s Second Reading. 1 Timothy 2:1-3, “1I urge, then, first of all, that requests, 
prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone-- 2for kings and all those in authority, that 
we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3This is good, and pleases God our 
Savior.” So, I’ll put it this way: As a Christian, you owe support to your government. 

And that can be hard to do, because there are people in our government, politicians and 
congressmen and congresswomen and presidential nominees and perhaps even the president himself, 
people that you might not think are worthy of your support. Maybe you think they are despicable, 



dishonest, and opportunistic. And, frankly, maybe some of them are. But that doesn’t change the fact 
that you, as a Christian, have the God-given obligation to support these people. 

One thing this means is that you pray for them. Pray that they would promote God-pleasing 
policies. Pray that no harm would come to them. Pray that they would do their part to create a nation 
where you and your family and your loved ones and all people can live in safety and peace. 

Taking it a step further, another thing that supporting these people means is respecting them. 
For you, maybe it’s easy to trash the guy in the White House or to trash the people who like the guy in 
the White House. For you, maybe it’s easy to trash the politicians and people on the other side of the 
aisle. But God has called you to be better than that. He has called you to respect those he has placed in 
authority over you, whether that’s Democrat or Republican or anywhere in between those lines or 
outside of them. As a Christian, you owe support to your government. 

Now, we could talk more about what you owe your government, but I fear that it would get 
really burdensome unless we frame it properly, and that means talking about what Jesus said after, 
“Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s.” We need to talk about, “Give to God what is God’s.” What do you owe 
your God? 

I think a one-word answer could suffice: Everything. You owe everything to your God. Why? 
Because every good thing you have has been given to you by God. 

Let’s talk big picture: Your very existence, your very presence as a person in reality has been 
given to you by God; he chose that you would exist before this world even existed. And listen to this 
passage, Colossians 1:17, God “is before all things, and in him all things hold together.” So, God is 
continually holding all things, including you, together. Without God, you literally wouldn’t exist. Without 
God’s continual preservation, you literally would cease to exist. 

Let’s talk smaller picture: Every joy, every pleasure, every good thing about your life here on 
earth has been given to you by God. The joy of having relationships with people you love, the joy of 
laughing with them and creating memories with them, the peace you have in the morning when you 
have that first cup of coffee and look outside and see a beautiful skyline, the simple pleasure of cooking 
a delicious meal or ordering from your favorite fast-food place, all this and so much more are gifts to 
you from God. As James wrote: “17Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of the heavenly lights” (James 1:17). 

Let’s talk spiritual picture: You were dead. That’s how Paul describes it in Ephesians 2:1, “1As for 
you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins.” A dead man can do nothing to help himself. He 
cannot lift one finger or find even one moment of strength. And you would still be spiritually dead, but 
God has made you alive in his Son, Jesus Christ. He has sent his Son to be perfect in your place and to 
suffer what you deserve. He has promised that believing in his Son means forgiveness, forgiveness for 
you if you have cheated your government out of taxes, forgiveness for you if you have broken your 
government’s laws, the “big” or “little” ones, forgiveness for you if you have failed to support your 
government leaders with your prayers and respect, forgiveness for you for the sin in your life that we 
haven’t mentioned by name today, the sin that perhaps only you know about, the guilt that perhaps you 
carry in secret. God has promised that believing in his Son means forgiveness for everything. 

And God has also promised that believing in his Son means eternal life with him in heaven, 
where there’s only one government, and everybody supports it, and there’s never any taxes to pay, and 
it’s never morally corrupt, and it always keeps the promises it makes, and it always rules with the best 
interest of its citizens in mind. 

But, until we live under that perfect government, we give to God what is God’s here on earth, 
and today, as we look back on the Fourth of July, that means giving to Caesar what is Caesar’s. Brothers, 
sisters, your God has given you everything: Life, blessings in life, and eternal life. So give to God by 
honoring the government he has established. Amen. 

 



 


