
Today we are continuing our sermon series based on the question: What makes Christianity 
unique? Over the past couple weeks, we’ve talked about how the book we believe, the Bible, and the 
history we believe, the resurrection of Jesus, make Christianity a unique religion.  

Well, today, we are tackling the big one, so to speak. Today we are talking about what makes 
Christianity unique when it comes to salvation, when it comes to how we are saved, when it comes to 
what heaven is and how we get there.  

And I want to talk about that today by comparing Christianity with the world’s second and third 
most popular religions. Christianity is the world’s most popular religion; about 30% of the world’s 
population claim to be Christian. Coming in second is Islam at about 25%. And coming in third is 
Hinduism at about 15%.1 So, again, what I want to do today is compare the Christian view of salvation 
with the Muslim and Hindu views of salvation, and hopefully we’ll see what makes Christianity unique. 

Before we begin, though, a warning: As I talk about these other religions, realize that I’m 
painting with broad strokes. What I say that Muslims or Hindus believe is going to be generally true, but 
not always true. What I mean is: Just like not all Christians believe exactly the same thing, so not all 
Muslims believe exactly the same thing and not all Hindus believe exactly the same thing. 

So, keeping in mind that I’m painting with broad strokes, let’s talk about Islam and its view of 
salvation. And maybe a good place to start is to talk about the afterlife. What do Muslims believe about 
heaven and hell? Well, here’s description of hell from their own book, the Quran: 

For wrongdoers there has been prepared “a fire whose walls will surround them. And if they call 
for relief, they will be relieved with water like murky oil, which scalds [their] faces. Wretched is the 
drink, and evil is the resting place.”2 That doesn’t sound nice. 

What about Muslim heaven? Again, here’s a description from the Quran: Those in heaven “will 
have gardens of perpetual residence; beneath them rivers will flow. They will be adorned therein with 
bracelets of gold and will wear green garments of fine silk and brocade, reclining therein on adorned 
couches. Excellent is the reward, and good is the resting place.”3 
 So, as you can see, for Muslims, heaven and hell are physical places, much like in Christianity. 
Hell is a place of eternal torment and heaven is a place of eternal happiness. 
 Now, if you dig deeper, you’ll find that there are differences between the Muslim and Christian 
ideas of what heaven is like, but for now, the question is: If you’re Muslim, how do you get to heaven? 
Well, you might try following what are called the Five Pillars of Faith. Here are the Five Pillars: 1. 
Confess, “There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is the messenger of Allah.” 2. Pray five times a day. 
3. Fast from sun-up to sun-down during the month of Ramadan, which is usually late spring/early 
summer. 4. Give to the poor and needy. 5. At least once in your life, if you’re at all able, take a 
pilgrimage to Mecca in Saudi Arabia.4 If you do all that, maybe you have a good chance at getting into 
heaven.  

Basically, based on what I’ve read in the Quran and other sources, you get into heaven like this: 
You need to believe in Allah as the one God, you need to follow the rules of Islam, and ultimately its up 
to Allah to decide whether or not you will enter heaven.5 
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There’s definitely more to say about Islam, but that’s where we’ll leave our discussion of it for 
now, and we’ll move on to the Hindu view of salvation. This discussion is a bit more difficult because 
Hinduism doesn’t really have an afterlife with a heaven and a hell. 

Instead, Hindus believe in reincarnation. Reincarnation is the idea that, after you die, you come 
back to life in some other way. You might come back as another person, or you might come back as a 
animal or a bug or even a plant. 

What determines what you will come back as is something called karma. Simply put, karma is 
the idea that what you do in this life will have an impact on your next lives. So, if you’ve been good, your 
next life will be good; if you’ve been bad, your next life will be bad. 

Now, the goal of Hinduism, or you might say salvation in Hinduism, is to break that cycle of 
death and reincarnation. The goal is to stop being reincarnated, and instead to reach oneness with the 
supreme being of the universe called Brahman. Only then will you have true wisdom, true purity, true 
peace, true freedom – that sort of thing. 

And how do you do that? Well, you can try following the rituals and rules of Hinduism as closely 
as possible. You can try devoting yourself entirely to one of the many Hindu gods and goddesses. You 
can try yoga, only part of which is those physical postures that many westerners use as exercise. You can 
be diligent in performing puja, which is an act of worship where you wash and clothe the statue of a 
deity, among other things. Perhaps one day, after you’ve done enough, after you’ve learned enough, 
after you’ve grown enough, after you’ve meditated enough, after you’ve worked through all your bad 
karma, you will die and not come back. You will have achieved oneness with Brahman.6 

So, that’s an overview of how both Muslims and Hindus are saved. Based on what we’ve talked 
about, how would you describe this salvation? Here are the words I think of: self-determined and 
uncertain. 

First: self-determined. To be saved in Islam or Hinduism, a lot of the responsibility rests on me. If 
I’m Muslim, then I need to believe in Allah and follow the rules he gave to Muhammed, like the Five 
Pillars of Faith. If I’m Hindu, then I need to work through all of my bad karma until I can finally break the 
cycle of death and reincarnation. A lot of the responsibility rests on me. 

And, second: Uncertain. To be saved in Islam or Hinduism is never a certain thing. If I’m Muslim, 
how can I possibly know if I’ve prayed enough, if I’ve fasted enough, if I’ve given enough to the poor? 
And, apparently, even if I’m very faithful in doing these things, Allah still might not let me in to heaven; 
I’ve read that Muhammed himself wasn’t sure of his salvation.7 If I’m Hindu, how can I possibly know if, 
when I die this time, I’m not going to start a new life all over again? How can I know if I’ve properly 
devoted myself to Vishnu or Shiva, if I’ve meditated enough, if I’ve worked through all my bad karma? 
For the Muslim and Hindu, salvation seems to be a very uncertain thing. 

Now, once again, our goal today is to see what makes Christianity a unique religion, so, it’s time 
to compare all that we’ve talked about with the Christian view of salvation. 

First of all, is Christian salvation self-determined? Does the responsibility for salvation rest on 
me? In one sense, the answer that question is, “Yes.” Jesus himself says, “For I tell you that unless your 
righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter 
the kingdom of heaven.”8 And he says in another place: “Be perfect…as your heavenly Father is 
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perfect.”9 So, just like the Muslim or the Hindu, the Christian must meet a standard to be saved. He must 
be perfect and righteous to stand before God. 

But here’s where the Christian view of salvation begins to differ fundamentally from Islam and 
Hinduism. See, Christianity says, “Yes, God has a standard you must meet, but you can’t meet that 
standard,” or, as the Bible puts it, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”10 

And that leads us to the heart, the soul, the beauty of the Christian message. “You can’t save 
yourself,” Christianity says, “So, God himself saved you.” And if I had the opportunity to explain this to a 
Muslim or Hindu, maybe I’d say this: 

“Look, I can’t be good enough to be with God, to be with Allah. Trying to fix that by doing more 
good things is like putting a spiritual Band-Aid over the gaping knife-wound of sin in my soul. Drastic 
measures are needed. So, God did something drastic. He gave up his own Son to fix me, to heal me, to 
save me. Jesus became a man and lived a perfect life in my place and suffered the punishment that my 
sins deserve, the punishment for all the bad karma I’ve accumulated, and then he died, and then he rose 
back to life to prove what he had done. My salvation doesn’t rely on me, it is not self-determined, and 
that’s a great thing, because I can’t be good enough, so my God was good enough for me.” 

And maybe I’d go on to tell them this: “This makes my salvation certain. I don’t have to wonder 
if I’ve done enough good things, if I’ve submitted to God as fully as I should have. I don’t have to wonder 
if I’ve worked through all of my bad karma before I die. I know that Jesus did that for me. And this 
means that, when I die, I know what will happen. I know I’m saved.” 

Brothers, sisters, today we are concluding our sermon series based on the question: What 
makes Christianity unique? We saw that the book we believe, the Bible, is truly unique. We saw that the 
history we believe, the resurrection of Jesus, is truly unique. And today we see that the salvation we 
believe, salvation by grace, not by works, salvation that is certain, never in doubt, is truly unique. 

But I sincerely hope this: I hope that this has been more than just an academic exercise. I hope 
that this has been more than just some facts and arguments that show how Christianity is different than 
other religions. I hope that this has been an opportunity for you to discover all over again real hope in 
real life. 

I hope that you can walk out those doors and take with you the Living Water of the gospel. I 
hope that you can know that you forgiven for the sake of Jesus, and I hope that his love can lead you to 
forgive others, as well. I hope that you can go to bed tonight with the certainty that you are loved more 
than you can ever imagine. I hope that you can wake up tomorrow with the certainty that, should the 
day come when you don’t wake up on earth, your eyes will open in heaven. 

And I hope, brothers and sisters, that this sermon series has given you more confidence to share 
your hope with others, because your faith, your religion, Christianity, is truly unique. Amen. 
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