
 You may not carry a weapon, but you’re still a soldier. You may not wear armor to defend 
yourself, but you’re still in danger. You may not stand in a battle line against an opposing army, but 
you’re still fighting. You may not be aware of it, but you are at war. 
 The war I’m talking about isn’t covered by the news or written about in the papers, nor is it 
isolated to one place or one time in history. Rather, God himself reveals this war to us in the pages of his 
Word, and it’s a war that rages in all places and at all times. It’s the war between good and evil, between 
light and darkness, between God and Satan. It’s the war for your soul. 
 Today, we receive a glimpse into this spiritual warfare in Luke 10:17-20. Let’s begin with verse 
17: 
 “17The seventy-two returned with joy and said, ‘Lord, even the demons submit to us in your 
name.’” 
 So, before this, Jesus had selected seventy-two of his disciples and sent them out to preach 
about the kingdom of God, to tell people about God’s plan to save them. Here in verse 17, they return 
from their mission trip, and they are full of joy, because they were able to drive demons out in Jesus’ 
name. And Jesus responds with a striking image. Let’s take the rest of the reading: 
 “18He replied, ‘I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19I have given you authority to trample 
on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 
20However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in 
heaven.’” 
 “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven,” Jesus said. Did Jesus actually see that? Was this a 
physical event that took place? Did Satan leave a crater in the earth? I don’t read it that way, but I 
suppose the answer isn’t really important. What’s important is that here we have a glimpse into the 
spiritual warfare that takes place between God and Satan, and here we have Satan losing. That’s what 
Jesus means when he says that Satan was falling like lightning from heaven. 
 So, how was Satan losing here, exactly? Well, we can point to the fact that his demons were 
getting driven out of people, but wasn’t it more than just that? Satan was losing because God’s Word 
was being preached. The seventy-two were out there preaching about the kingdom of God, about God’s 
plan to save humanity. Satan was losing more than the bodies occupied by his demons; he was losing 
souls that he wanted to occupy hell. 

So, again, here in Luke we receive a glimpse into the spiritual warfare between God and Satan. 
For now, though, let’s leave the events of Luke 10 and update this discussion to our time. What does the 
landscape of this spiritual war look like now? Who’s winning the battle for the modern soul of humanity, 
God or Satan? Well, the casualty reports look depressing. Some examples:  

For now, Christianity remains the world’s most popular religion, but that won’t be the case for 
long. Research shows that the religion of Islam is growing at a faster rate than Christianity, and that, by 
2050, the Islam and Christian populations of the world will be roughly the same.1 Christianity is losing its 
place as the primary religion in this world. That doesn’t sound like victory. 
 Or how about in our own church? How is the battle between God and Satan going here? Maybe 
you’ve been at this church for a long time, or maybe you heard about how many people we used to 
have, and maybe you start thinking, “Wow, here’s a place where Satan has really done some damage to 
God’s kingdom.” 
 Or how about in your own life? How is the battle between God and Satan going there? Maybe 
you struggle with a particular sin and you’re thinking, “It’s not going well.” Maybe you think about your 
past and the mistakes you’ve made and you think, “It seems like God takes a lot more losses than 
victories on my account.” 

 
1 https://www.pewforum.org/2015/04/02/religious-projections-2010-2050/, accessed, 9/13/2019. 



 Maybe you think about your life, or our church, or the way that this world seems to be rejecting 
the God who wants to save it, and maybe a question begins to form in the back of your mind, a question 
you dare not speak, because you know better, but a question that remains nonetheless, and that 
question is this: Is God losing? Are we losing? Is Satan winning? 

When it feels like we’re losing as a church or you’re losing in life, you need to remember 
something important, and that important something is this: God has already won. Satan has already 
been defeated. How do we know this is true? Because it was a battle that happened in real time. 

The battlefield was Jerusalem. The combatants were God’s own Son and Satan. Satan captured 
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. Satan humiliated Jesus before the leaders of the Jews. Satan 
bloodied Jesus with the whips of the Romans. Satan nailed Jesus to a cross and taunted him with the 
shouts of his countrymen. Satan murdered the Son of God, and so the prophecy given to Adam and Eve 
so long ago in the Garden of Eden was fulfilled: The Serpent bruised the heel of the Savior. 

But the Savior then fulfilled the other part of that prophecy. He crushed the Serpent’s head. He 
took the sins of Adam and Eve and you and all the world on himself, and he suffered and died for them. 
He paid the price of hell that humanity deserves. But then he rose from death, and drove his heel firmly 
into Satan’s lying face, crushing Satan’s power to enslave mankind, crushing Satan’s power to enchain 
mankind to the pillars of death and hell. Friends, hear this now and cherish it forever: On a lonely, 
forgotten hill outside Jerusalem, God beat Satan forever. 

And now hear this: Every time that victory is proclaimed, God wins again. Isn’t that what was 
happening with the seventy-two who were sent out by Jesus? They preached about the kingdom of God, 
about God’s plan to save humanity, and Jesus said that he saw Satan falling like lightning from heaven. 

And, once again, let’s update this discussion to our time. As you look at your own church body, 
maybe it’s tempting to get depressed. Maybe it’s easy to think that we’re losing the war. There aren’t 
many people coming to church. We don’t have a thriving, busy congregation. We’ve had to make 
compromises because we share a pastor. 

So, are we losing? Never think that. Why? Because there is still victory proclaimed among us 
every week. Every week in this building, we sing songs of praise to our Savior, we pray prayers of thanks 
to our Redeemer, we listen to sermons about the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Every week we worship the God who saved us and proclaim his eternal victory over Satan. Is there 
defeat here? Far from it. There is God’s victory every week for as long as he blesses us with the 
resources to keep these doors open. And should the day come when we do close these doors and turn 
off these lights for the last time, still there is no defeat, for God’s victory will continue to be proclaimed 
in other places by Christians like you and me until Christ returns and gives us the final victory. 

As you look at your own life, maybe it’s tempting to despair. Maybe all you see some days are 
your own failures and frustrations. Maybe you look at the battlefields of your life, your health or your 
bank account or your relationships and you feel very conquered, not victorious. Maybe it feels like guilt 
and regret hang like chains of defeat around your neck. 

So, are you losing? Never think that. Why? Because Jesus’ victory on the cross 2000 years ago is 
greater than your defeats in 2019 or 2018 or 2020 or any year. Jesus has won the war against Satan 
even though you still fight battles against him. Your sin is forgiven. Your future is secure. Your God has 
won. When you fight Satan, you fight a beaten, battered foe. When you trust God, you trust a mighty, 
victorious warrior. Truly, when this God is for you, who can stand against you? 

I’d like to conclude today with a story and an encouragement. First, the story: Americans fought 
the British for their independence during the Revolutionary War in the 1700s, but did you know that this 
wasn’t the only time Americans fought the British? It happened again in 1812 in a conflict fittingly called 
the War of 1812. 

Well, the Americans got the better of the British in that war, too, and the final battle is a famous 
one. It’s called the Battle of New Orleans. At this battle, a much larger and much better trained British 



force attacked an American fort in New Orleans, and it was an utter disaster for the British. They 
suffered roughly 2000 casualties compared to the Americans’ 250. 

But here’s the interesting thing about the Battle of New Orleans: It didn’t need to happen. 
About fifteen days before the battle, the Americans and British signed a treaty. In other words, by the 
time the Battle of New Orleans was fought, the War of 1812 was already over. 

Of course, none of the soldiers knew that, but you do. And I’m not talking about the War of 
1812 anymore. I’m talking about the war between good and evil, between light and darkness, between 
God and Satan. I’m talking about the war for your soul. You still fight battles here every day, yes, battles 
with temptation and sin and Satan, but God has already won the war. You’re but a stranger here; 
heaven is your home. And maybe, brothers and sisters, that gives you the ability to stand in the battle 
line of God’s army for the rest of your life with a confidence, with a fierceness, with a certainty that you 
never knew you had. After all, if God is for you, who can stand against you? Amen. 


