
 Did you know that Jesus was a hippie? He was. A hippie is all about peace and love and unity. 
Isn’t that what Jesus was all about? Didn’t he say that we should love God and our neighbor and even 
our enemies? A hippie is all about not conforming to society’s norms. Isn’t that what Jesus was all 
about? Didn’t he talk about how the traditional views of things like murder and adultery and revenge 
were messed up? And maybe you’re thinking right now, “Wait, is Pastor being serious? Is he actually 
saying that Jesus was a first-century, Jewish hippie?” 
 Well, I’ll say this: Hippie Jesus is an attractive idea. Why? Maybe because you don’t have to take 
Hippie Jesus all that seriously. Maybe because the idea of love and acceptance for all people and all 
lifestyles sounds nice, easy. Maybe because Hippie Jesus doesn’t make any real demands of my life. 
 But Hippie Jesus is not the real Jesus, and nowhere is that more apparent than in Luke 12:49-53. 
Prepare your hearts, brothers, sisters, for a Jesus who brings not love and harmony, but instead fire and 
division. Look first at verse 49: Jesus said, “49I have come to bring fire on the earth, and how I wish it 
were already kindled!” 

You probably haven’t heard a hippie say that before. “I have come to bring fire,” Jesus said. 
When you hear about fire in the Bible, what comes to mind? Often, fire is associated with judgment. For 
example, do you remember what happened to the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah as punishment for 
their wickedness? God destroyed them by raining down fire from the sky (Genesis 19). And in the book 
of Revelation, the eternal punishment of hell is described as this “fiery lake of burning sulfur” 
(Revelation 21:8). 
 “I have come to bring fire,” Jesus said. So, wait, he came to bring judgment? Does that jive with 
what you know about Jesus? Don’t I teach you every Sunday that he came to save people, to die for 
their sins, to free them from the judgment of hell? 
 Well, I do teach you that, and he certainly did those things. At least, that’s what he came to do 
the first time. But Jesus will come again, and that visit will have a very different purpose; that visit will 
include fire. Listen to Jesus’ own words:  

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in 
heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from 
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the 
goats on his left. 

Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.’ 

… 
Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed into the eternal fire 

prepared for the devil and his angels.’ 
… 
Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” (Matthew 

24:31-34, 41, 46) 
Goats and sheep. Eternal punishment and eternal life. When Jesus comes a second time, he will 

bring salvation, yes, but he will also bring fire on the unrighteous goats, eternal punishment on those 
who are burdened with sin and guilt. 

Jesus isn’t sounding like a very good hippie, is he? And what we’ll look at next isn’t going to help 
that. Skip verse 50 for now, and look at verse 51. Jesus said, “51Do you think I came to bring peace on 
earth? No, I tell you, but division.” 
 Again, doesn’t this seem to cut directly against the grain of what you’ve been taught? When 
Jesus was born, angels appeared to those shepherds and what did they say? They said that the birth of 
Jesus brought “peace on earth to men” (Luke 2:14). Even before Jesus was born, a prophet called him 
the “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). But now Jesus says, “No, no, I haven’t come to bring peace; I bring 
division.” 



 And it’s true. Jesus does bring division. He’s not only the Prince of Peace. He’s not only the 
Savior, the Redeemer, the Lamb of God. He is also the Great Divider. Do you see how that’s true? Just 
think about what he taught. 

Do you remember what Jesus said you should do if your right hand causes you to sin? He said 
that you should cut it off (Matthew 5:30). Jesus taught that sin is serious, and, if there’s sin in your life, 
you need to remove it or face the consequences. In a world where morality is relative, where what’s 
right is what feels good, is that a unifying message or a dividing message? 
 Do you remember what Jesus said to the man who wanted to follow him, but wanted to bury his 
father first? Jesus told him to let the dead bury the dead (Matthew 8:21,22). Jesus taught that you can’t 
be a part-time disciple; he wants you all-in all the time. In a world where we have so many priorities, 
where our time and ambitions are spread to the four corners of our lives, is that a unifying message or a 
dividing message? 
 Do you remember what Jesus said about getting to heaven? He said that he is the only way, the 
only truth, and the only life. He taught that there is only one way to get to the Father in heaven, and 
that is through him (John 14:6). In a world full of many religions and many paths to God, is that a 
unifying message or a dividing message?  

It’s like Jesus draws a dividing line in the sand of reality and says, “Either you’re on the left side 
of this line without me, or you’re on the right side of this line with me. Either you trust me with nothing 
or you trust me with everything. Either you’re a goat over there or a sheep over here.” 

Now, a question for you: Have you ever seen the division that Jesus causes your life? Maybe the 
example that Jesus gives in verses 52 and 53 feels way too close to home. He said, “52From now on there 
will be five in one family divided against each other, three against two and two against three. 53They will 
be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against 
mother, mother-in-law against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

Again, maybe that example feels close to home for some of you. Maybe Jesus has divided your 
own family. Maybe you spend Sunday mornings in different places. Maybe they’ve asked you to stop 
bringing Jesus up all-together, because they don’t want to hear it anymore. Maybe you have little or no 
contact with someone you love, because their unbelief has not only divided them from Jesus, but it’s 
divided them from you, too. 

But the family isn’t the only place where Jesus causes division. I bet that some of you have seen 
this division in your workplaces or in your schools or in your communities. Or how about in our nation? 
Hasn’t loyalty to Jesus driven a wedge between many of those who believe that a fetus is a life and 
those who don’t. Hasn’t loyalty to Jesus driven a wedge between many of those who believe that 
homosexual relationships are not okay and those who believe they are? 

And doesn’t Jesus cause divisions for you in a personal way? Isn’t your will divided? God has 
created in you a New Man who wants to do the will of your Lord and Savior. But there still remains your 
Sinful Man who wants nothing more than to rebel against your King. Truly Jesus meant it when he said, 
“Do you think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division.” 
 Jesus is the Great Divider. Yet, Jesus’ greatest act as the Great Divider isn’t any of those things I 
just mentioned. His greatest act was to divide you from your sin. And the verse we skipped earlier, verse 
50, reminds us of that. Let’s look there. Jesus said, “50But I have a baptism to undergo, and how 
distressed I am until it is completed!” 
 Now, these words become immediately confusing when you realize this: Jesus had already been 
baptized when he spoke them. So, why does he say that he still has a baptism to undergo? What’s going 
on here? 

Well, first, who baptized Jesus and where was he baptized? He was baptized by John the Baptist 
in the Jordan River. Secondly and more importantly, when was Jesus baptized? He was baptized right 
before he began teaching and doing miracles and gathering disciples. You could say that his baptism 



marked the beginning of his mission, the beginning of his road to Jerusalem, the beginning of his road to 
the cross. So, his baptism would be complete, so to speak, when he finally suffered on that cross for the 
sins of the world. 

You can understand also, then, why Jesus said, “How distressed I am until it is completed!” On 
his horizon, drawing closer and closer with every miracle, with every appearance before the crowds, 
with every step toward Jerusalem, was the eternity in hell that you and I were supposed to suffer. It was 
like that feeling of having a scary surgery coming up or dreading a test or stressing out over a difficult 
conversation you need to have, but a million times worse, because for Jesus it was suffering the ultimate 
punishment for what we’ve done wrong, it was being immersed in that “fiery lake of burning sulfur.” 

But unlike you or me, who can cancel the surgery or skip the test or avoid a conversation, Jesus 
couldn’t and wouldn’t avoid his baptism by fire on the cross. Love kept him there. Love for you, love for 
me, love for the world, rebellious and perverse though it is. 

And through that baptism by fire, Jesus performed his greatest act of division. He divided you 
from sin and death and Satan. And then get this: Through your baptism, he performs his greatest act of 
unification. He unites you to himself. He divides you from sin and unites you to his righteousness. He 
divides you from guilt and unites you to his peace and forgiveness. He divides you from death and unites 
you to his life. He divides you from Satan and the world and unites you to God himself. The gospel is 
beautiful, isn’t it? 

So, through all this, I hope you see that Hippie Jesus isn’t the real Jesus. Yes, Jesus preaches a 
message of love, but Jesus also is the Great Divider. He draws a dividing line in the sand of reality and 
says, “Either you’re with me or against me.” 

Now my question for you is: Are you a hippie? Here’s what I mean: Are you someone who’s 
willing to let anything go in the name of love and harmony and tolerance? Are you someone who is 
going to be judgment-free because that seems like the kindest and easiest thing to do? 

Or are you going to be a divider? Are you going to be someone who doesn’t sugarcoat reality? 
Are you going to be someone who sees the lines in the sand that your Savior has drawn, and are you 
going to stand on his side of those lines? 

I pray that the love of your God and his Holy Spirit will teach you to say, “Yes, I stand with my 
Savior.” But I warn you: It won’t always be pleasant. It will cause division in your life, perhaps even with 
those you love most. But when you stand on Jesus’ side of the line, you stand with the man who was 
baptized by the fires of hell for you; you stand with the God who gave up everything in heaven to make 
you his treasure in heaven. One day, he’ll take you there, but, until then, stand with him here. Amen. 


